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Chilean-born Luca 
Mundaca is a singer/
songwriter raised in 
Sao Paulo, now resid-
ing in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Luca recorded her al-
bum “Day by Day” in 

Rio de Janeiro. Two songs off this album can be 
found on Putumayo World Music compilations 
“Brazilian Lounge” and “Women of the World 
Acoustic.” Her song “Ha Dias” just won her fi rst 
place in the 2007 Independent Music Awards in 
the World Fusion category. “Ha Dias” has also 
been licensed for the movie “The Visitor,” sched-
uled for release in March of 2008. 

One of my favor-
ite restaurants in 
Beverly Hills is Il 
Pastaio, under 
the direction of 
Chef/owner Gia-
comino Dra-
go. His wife Alessandra is from Sao Paulo, 
and together they make a beautiful couple. Il 
Pastaio has been acclaimed as the best Italian 
restaurant in LA. I dine or have lunch there at 
least three times a week, and the food is always 
superb. Some personal favorites include: Any 
of their pasta, Lobster Salad, Tuna Carpaccio, 
and Branzino. Il Pastaio is always packed with a 
regular cast of stars and VIPs.

There’s no excuse now not to see the best art-
ists in the world right here in your back yard.  
Highlights on the Arts: UCLA LIVE’s sea-
son was packed with great performances in-
cluding: Spiritual Sounds of Central Asia 
with 18 of Central Asia’s fi nest artists, including 
a multimedia production. The performances 
were mystical and graceful, to the sounds of the 

poetry from Rumi, Hafez, and Nasir Khus-
row. The shocking, irreverent and obscenely 
funny satire of Tiger Lilies. The elegant and in-
novative dance of Pina Bausch. The exquisite 
music and dance of the Gamelan Cudamani, 
the minimalist sounds of  Evelyn Glennie, the 
heart explosion and passionate performance of 
Youssou N’Dour brought the audience to their 
feet in a dancing frenzy ’til the end of the con-
cert. At Disney Hall: Always enthralling seeing 
Music Director Esa-Pekka Salonen conduct a 
program of Bach, Strauss and Beethoven. The 
St. Petersburg Philharmonic included leg-
endary Brazilian pianist Nelson Freire, who 
joined the orchestra as soloist for Schumann’s 
Piano Concerto. The brilliant sound from the 
fi rst note to the last of The Count Basie Or-
chestra, conducted by William H. Hughes. 
At the Jazz Bakery I had a chance to meet and 
chat with the great jazz vibraphone player Bobby 
Hutcherson who was telling Kareem Abdul 
Jabar that he had just returned from a perfor-
mance in Rio Brazil. He raved how he loved Bra-
zil and promised to return.

Lately I have 
been very busy 
professionally 
fulfi lled writing 
songs for Carly 
Simon and 
Jimmy Webb, 
as well as hav-
ing the amazing 

good fortune to have Brazil’s top composers 
writing music for my compositions, including 
Sergio Santos, Claudio Nucci, Andre 
Mehmari. My work with singer/songwriter 
Sergio Santos has been so productive that we 
already have enough songs for my fi rst CD, 
scheduled for a 2008 release. 

Speaking of Sergio 
Santos, his most recent 
album “Iô Sô”, simmers 
with the irresistible 
rhythms of the Con-
gado, a popular music 

from Minas Gerais. Los Angeles Times critic 
Don Heckman wrote “Santos underscored 
everything he did with an irresistible feeling for 
the highly compatible linkages between Brazil-
ian music and American jazz.” L.A. remembers 
Sergio’s versatile musicianship and warm sing-
ing style at the Hollywood Bowl a few years ago 
and is eager to welcome him back into the fold. 
There are talks of him performing at some of 
the best L.A. theaters this year.

Brazilian fi lm lovers will now 
have a three-day Brazilian 
fi lm extravaganza annually 
thanks to the initiative, vision 
and great effort of Meire Fernandes, producer, 
and Nazareno Paulo, journalist, who have co-
founded the fi rst Los Angeles Brazilian Film 
Festival (LABRFF) The founders will launch 
the opening gala night with the world premier 
fi lm “Bellini and the Devil,” from director Mar-
celo Galvão. Actor Fabio Assunção has ac-
cepted the invitation to attend the Red Carpet on 
March 7th at the Landmark Theatre, Westside 
Pavilion. Tickets can be purchased starting Janu-
ary 1st at www.labrff.com/schedule.asp

Brazilian Artists Rose Lobo, Carmen Gus-
mao, Olavo Multini, Milena Saraiva, Jade 
and Bakari Santos will be some of the fea-
tured artists in an upcoming exhibition at Los 
Angeles Municipal Art Gallery at Barns-
dall Park. The exhibition is entitled “Tropics: A 
Contemporary View of Brazil, Cuba and Haiti.” 
It runs from January 17 through April 20.

* Special thanks: Don Heckman (notes-
fromtheleftcoast.blogspot.com) (Denise Dorman 
(writebrainmedia.com), Galina Sobolev (buysingle.
com), Fabio Garcia (itsreal.com.br/fabiogarcia), 
Andre (myspace.com/WCAPhotoStudio), Luciana 
Maziero (byu-ti.com).
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